The first five chapters of the book are concerned with reviewing the evidence of intracranial pressor receptors. After this the author sets out a list of predictions based on the hypothesis. The remainder of the book is the presentation and discussion of experimental data, taken from the author's work and from that of others, which confirm or refute the predictions.
Although the author has a very definite point of view about the aetiology of hypertension, the evidence is fairly discussed. Criticisms of his work and ideas by others are stated and discussed in full. There is a short chapter on each important point with a summary at the end. This is a book for the specialized research worker, but the presentation is such that it could be understood by most practitioners and students who are interested in the subject. There is an excellent bibliography which covers much of the work done on hypertension, especially that concerned with the relation between the blood pressure and the nervous system.
M A FLOYER
Renal Tubular Dysfunction by L I Woolf BSC PhD American Lecture Series No. 624 pp xiv +253 illustrated $9.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1966 A comprehensive description of the renal tubular disorders involves discussion of renal physiology, intermediary metabolism, endocrinology, mineral metabolism and genetics; it must also include an account of relevant clinical details. The author of this small monograph has tackled all this with some success but in doing so has attempted too much. While the account of the glucosurias and aminoacidurias is excellent, the sections concerned with normal and abnormal renal function are weak. The descriptions of the medullary countercurrent system and of the pathogenesis of renal tubular acidosis offer nothing to the initiated but are likely to confuse the novice. There are factual errors, such as the statement that the citrate content of alkaline urines is usually low. It would seem desirable either to assume a knowledge of renal physiology on the reader's part or to provide an extended account in the interests of clarityand accuracy.
The clinical descriptions and therapeutic recommendations are generally acceptable; the attempts to describe the pathogenesis of bony complications are bad. It is sad to read a biochemist suggesting that rickets or osteomalacia might result from the dissolving of mineral salts out of bone and that the curative effect of vitamin D in the rickets complicating cystinosis may be due to its causing a toxic reduction in the rate of glomerular filtration. This is a noble effort that provides a usefu guide to the subject, some valuable biochemica expositions and a wealth of references.
S W STANBURY
The Differential Diagnosis of Cardiovascular Diseases by Aldo A Luisada MD and Sheldon J Slodki MD pp xiv+226 70s New York: Grune & Stratton 1965 London: William Heinemann Medical Books This book on differential diagnosis of cardiovascular disease is the result of a series of lectures given at the Mount Sinai Hospital of Chicago. The subject matter is considered sensibly according to the age of the patient. The authors' aim was that those chapters dealing with heart disease in the young and the elderly should cover the symptomatology while that concerned with patients aged 6-60 years should compare each condition with all other possible syndromes.
Such a book is of course not intended to be read steadily but rather as a book of reference and here-it is extremely practical. Of particular value are the chapters on cyanotic heart disease in the newborn, heart failure in infancy and childhood, the differential diagnosis of murmurs, the arrhythmias and specific electrocardiographic problems. The definition of the Eisenmenger's complex is not very clear while the chapter on coronary heart disease is too superficial on what is admittedly a wide range of conditions causing pains in the chest. Although the authors have included the data supplied by such techniques as catheterization and angiocardiography, wisely they have not attempted to include diagnostic illustrations or a bibliography.
This book provides a quick and ready marshalling of the facts needed in making a differential diagnosis, itself dependent on an exhaustive knowledge of medicine. This book is rather more specialized than its title would indicate. Apart from the first chapter, a review of recent biochemical literature on protein and nucleic acid synthesis, it is concerned with a particular line of research, which the authors themselves have followed for the last ten years or so. Their thesis is that to understand the control and integration of protein and nucleic acid synthesis in the living cell requires in vivo experiments in which the cells are in balanced growth
